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BCS Set to Begin Voluntary COVID-19 
 Testing for Students and Employees
   Birmingham City Schools will

begin offering free and voluntary

COVID-19 testing for all employees

and students the week of Oct. 11,

2021. The tests will be available

during typical school days and will

be administered through a

partnership with the UAB School

of Public Health, the Alabama

Department of Public Health, and

the Alabama State Department of

Education

  “This is part of our ongoing effort

to help mitigate the spread of

COVID-19 and to provide a safe

environment for our students and

our employees,” Superintendent Dr.

Mark Sullivan said. “Testing will

help identify individuals who may

not be aware that they are carrying

the virus, so that they can take the

necessary steps to protect their 

health and the people around them.” 

   Public health officials say routine

screening of people without

symptoms will reduce the “silent”

spread of the virus, protecting

students, teachers and staff, as well

as those they go home to every day.

  Any BCS student, teacher, or staff

member who participates in the

volunteer testing will be required to

consent ahead of time. Consent

forms and information are being

shared with BCS families and

employees this week. 

   Individuals or parents/guardians

on behalf of their children can opt

in or out of testing at any point

throughout the duration of the

program, said Kristy Chiles Plump,

the program manager for the 

project, working through the UAB

School of Public Health. 

  “This is an opportunity to provide

an added layer of protection for our

community,” said Plump who is

also a graduate of Ramsay High

School. “I am pleased to be working

with this project because I know it

will have a positive impact.”

  Medical professionals will use a

swab in the front section of an

individual’s nose for the test.

Although UAB is a research

institution, this program will not be

contributing to research, Plump

said. 

   The testing will begin in schools

included in the Carver, Parker,

Huffman and Woodlawn feeder

Building Leaders, Impacting the World
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THE SUPERINTENDENT SPEAKS
 Every year, United Way of 

Central Alabama lends a hand to

thousands of people in our

community. The agency goes far

beyond its traditional role of

providing food, shelter and clothing

for those in need. Today, it impacts

almost every aspect of our lives.

   UWCA also is a major player

when it comes to improving the

educational outcomes of our

children. The Bold Goals initiative

helps provide foundational growth

for many of our future and current

students. Also, its Success by Six

program provides education,

enrichment and other services to

benefit the whole family, in an

effort to help ensure success with

early literacy.

    These are just a few examples of

the benefits of United Way, and this

is why I continue my support.

    The 2021 United Way Campaign

for Birmingham City Schools

already has started, and the local

coordinators will soon be sharing

individual pledge forms with each

employee. Supporting United Way

involves a simple process. You can

select an amount and contribute

using the forms provided by your

campaign coordinator, or you can

select an amount to be deducted

from your monthly paycheck.

   We are fortunate to have a loaned

executive this year from United

Way. This individual is available to

visit schools and share information

about the agency with small groups.
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• Fall Intersession – Oct. 4-8

• BBOE Recognition Program – Oct. 10

• Teacher Work Day – Oct. 11

• BBOE Virtual Meeting – Oct. 12

• BBOE Swearing-in Ceremony – Oct. 26

• Work Session – Oct. 26

• Fall Break – Oct. 29

District Dates 
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   Over the years, BCS employees

have been very supportive of

United Way. Our campaign

concludes on Oct. 23, 2021. It is

my hope that this generous

support will continue during this

campaign, because the needs in

our community are great.

 Thanks in advance for your

generosity and support of United

Way of Central Alabama. 

Thank You,

-   Dr. Mark Sullivan



    This intersession period will play a key role in helping

our students recover learning loss that may have occurred

as a result of COVID-19 disruptions, BCS Superintendent

Dr. Mark Sullivan said. “It also can benefit scholars who

welcome challenging learning opportunities.” 

    To register or for more information on the intersession

breaks, click here.

Fall Intersession Dates Set
 Beginning Monday, Oct. 4, Birmingham City Schools

will offer several opportunities for enrichment,

remediation and exploration during our Fall 2021

Intersession. 
    
 This intensive week is designed to provide extra

attention to scholars who need strengthening in key

academic subjects.

  “The purpose of the BCS Intersessions will be to provide

students with additional academic support for academic

growth,” said Dr. Pamela Williams, Executive Director of

BCS Curriculum and Instruction.

    “We also want to provide students with enriching and

engaging learning experiences to further their

achievement in all content areas," Williams said. “If our

students attend all of the intersession breaks scheduled

during the 2021-2022 school, they will have attended

about 15 additional school days. Our hope is that the

supplemental instruction will result in increased student

achievement and positive learning outcomes.”

Care Counts Program
Continues at Oliver
  Henry J. Oliver Elementary School

is heading into its second year in

Whirlpool's Care Counts laundry

program, which works to provide

access to clean clothes by installing

washers and dryers at schools in

need.

 Oliver Elementary will continue

working with Care Counts as it has

shown to decrease chronic

absenteeism often associated with

students' lack of access to clean

clothes, according to Whirlpool. The

program also has proven to increase

attendance rates, grades and

engagement levels among

participating at-risk students.

  The school began its partnership

with the program in 2020-21 and

continues to be a point of access for

students in need during the

coronavirus pandemic with help

from school and community leaders.

Read more on the program here.
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The UAB Medicine Pediatrics' Youth

Advisory Board is now accepting 9-

12th-grade students who have a

passion for youth health and

wellness. Applications are due by

Oct. 8, 2021. To apply, click here.

https://www.bhamcityschools.org/Domain/9983
https://go.skimresources.com/?id=109350X1567029&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whirlpool.com%2Fcare-counts.html%3Fcmp%3Dwhp%3Awhp%3Aktm_b_q3_md%3Acareco%3Apr%3Atxt%3Ana%3Ana%3Accrelease2%3Ana%3Ana%3Ana%3Ana&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wvtm13.com%2Farticle%2Fbirmingham-elementary-school-in-whirlpool-care-counts-laundry-program%2F37711940&xcust=undefined
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/whirlpool-brand-laundry-program-continues-to-improve-student-engagement-despite-in-person-learning-challenges-brought-on-by-the-pandemic-301381791.html?tc=eml_cleartime
https://www.wvtm13.com/article/birmingham-elementary-school-in-whirlpool-care-counts-laundry-program/37711940?fbclid=IwAR1vMB8XwqoT9NYG_f3iMDfOT9F9Euf6SNn9wIJT_mWQvGmJkpwTuRvsm7c
https://forms.gle/Z6WbxCd%20tC8SQzdoW8


ACAP Scores Show Mix of Success,
Challenges for BCS Students

J-O Grad Stars in
'Lion King' on
Broadway

    Scores from the Spring 2021 state

assessment reveal a mix of

successes and challenges for

Birmingham City Schools,

Superintendent Dr. Mark Sullivan

said this week. 

    The school district anticipated

some learning loss attributed to the

global pandemic and has developed

a framework for recovering that

loss and raising student

achievement, the superintendent

said.

  “I am optimistic. Our team literally

works day and night at developing

strategies to raise student

achievement,” Sullivan said. “With

the infusion of federal dollars to

help support our work and the

ability to put the right people and

impactful programs in place, I am

confident we will see improvement.” 

during the district’s first

intersession period. It begins on

Oct 4th. 

   Intersession is a break from

regular school. During this time,

students can focus solely on

targeted reading, science, and

math classes as well as computer

coding and Lego design and other

enrichment opportunities.   

 In addition to intersession

classes, BCS plans we plan to

begin later in October offering

more individualized tutoring for

our scholars, through a

partnership with area colleges.

  “I’m sure many parents may have

questions about the test reports,”

Sullivan said.  “The local schools

are prepared to answer those

questions and provide further

explanation as we continue

moving forward.”
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 Parents will receive an

individualized report for their

children enrolled last year in

BCS schools in grades 2 through

8. The state administered the

Alabama Comprehensive

Assessment Program or ACAP in

Spring 2021. 

   Some of the learning loss can

be attributed to the disruptions

brought on by the COVID-19

pandemic. But, there is some

data in the Birmingham report

that points to a strong potential

for recovering unfinished

learning, the superintendent

said. 

   Birmingham City Schools will

continue taking strategic steps to

raise achievement. Next week,

students will have the

opportunity for additional

remediation and enrichment
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    The last time Brandon A. McCall

was on stage as Simba in “The Lion

King” was Wednesday, March 11,

2020, in South Bend, Indiana, just

as COVID-19 was becoming

prevalent in the U.S.

   “We had a show that last night,

and we had a meeting to talk about 

what was going to happen,” he

says. “We were going to shut

down for two weeks, but that, of

course, didn’t happen.”
    
   Three weeks later, it became

permanent, and the cast and

crew scattered. McCall, a

graduate of Jackson-Olin High

School and Alabama State

University, McCall returned to

the stage in September–this time

as Simba in the Lion King on

Broadway. Read More.

https://www.bhamcityschools.org/Domain/10
https://www.alasu.edu/
https://alabamanewscenter.com/2021/09/07/alabamas-brandon-a-mccall-to-make-broadway-debut-as-star-of-lion-king/?fbclid=IwAR32v4PwgFhAOjz58kq92IOp9Tq0BYZCElutWFnj84EE8cFzGnqmkVB8QHo


BHSA Named Apple Distinguished School
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Bush Hills S.T.E.A.M Academy 

has been recognized as an Apple

Distinguished School for 2021-

2022 for its dedication to creating

an equitable, innovative and fun

learning environment through the

use of Apple technology. 

   Apple Distinguished Schools are

centers of innovation, leadership,

and educational excellence. They

use Apple technology to connect

students to the world, fuel

creativity, deepen collaboration

and to make learning personal.
 

  “It is truly an honor to be

selected as an Apple Distinguished

School. Bush Hills S.T.E.A.M

Academy is now a member of an

elite class of innovative

educational institutions that have

harnessed the power of Apple

technology in order to take the

educational experiences of

students to the next level,” said

Dr. Ashley Moore Samuels,

former principal.

  The selection of BHSA

highlights its success in creating

an innovative and compelling

learning environment that

engages students and provides

tangible evidence of academic

achievement,” Interim Principal

Tiffani Rocker Stewart said.

“Apple technology is core to the

teaching and learning at BHSA.”

"Receiving ADS status is an

astounding honor for Bush Hills

S.T.E.A.M. Academy and our

community. We are committed to

engaging our scholars by

providing integrated opportunities

for them to be risk takers,

collaborative problem solvers,

effective communicators, and

proactive 21st century

contributors to a positive global

society. Receiving ADS status is

only a steppingstone to the

upward trajectory for our school.”
  
    Students use iPads across the

curriculum to access their

textbooks, supplemental

resources, and internet resources.

Apple technology is used to

connect with students and

collaborate with peers, unleashing

the creativity of students and

teachers while opening up a world

of opportunity. 
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Jackson-Olin, Ramsay Celebrate Senior Installations
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Jackson-Olin 2021-22 Officers: President: Faith Poelinitz, Vice President: Samuel Bowie, Secretary: Jaylin

Dixon, Treasurer: Latif Woods, Sargeant At Arms: Laturah Burrell, Senior Installation Leader: Counselor

Reginald Grays.

Ramsay 2021-22 Officers: President: Kylan Benson, Vice President: Marshall Gulley, Secretary: Tabitha Tabb,

Assistant Secretary: Amiya Ivy, Treasurer: Reneka Duke, Assistant Treasurer: Bryant Roscoe, Business

Manager: J’Corion Johnson, Public Relations Officer: La’Keria Little, Parliamentarian: Laila Jones, Senior Lead

Counselor: Dr. Steven Tarver, Senior Sponsors: Mrs. Jacqueline Nixon, Karzetta Bester.
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Wenonah High Teacher Goes Above and Beyond
Birmingham City Schools 

recently honored Wenonah High

Teacher Geovanda Williams for

going Above and Beyond the Call

of Duty. Williams assisted a

young BCS student, Dominique

Coleman who found herself in a

difficult situation dealing with

housing and being able to stay in

school. Williams took the student

in and according to Wenonah

High Principal, Dr. Willie

Goldsmith, "called on the help of

the village."

    "Many of our district employees

go over and beyond to assist

students in school and in the

classroom," Goldsmith said.

She worked out housing at Lawson

State to get her one of the last dorm

rooms on campus, paying out of her

pocket for dorm fees and supplies."
     
    Goldsmith said: "Teachers like

Ms. Williams act as surrogates for

students who graduate, but still need

a guiding hand that leads them in

the right direction." That's exactly

what Ms. Williams has been for

Dominique. Hear Ms. Williams in

her own words here.

"However, sometimes this calling

goes beyond 12th-grade, and we see

employees who nurture and

maintain relationships with our

scholars as they go into the adult

world. 

"Ms. Williams took it upon herself

to make sure Dominique was able to

realize her dream to go to college.
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   Just a few months ago, Timothy

Harrison’s story captured the

hearts of so many. The

hardworking Waffle House

employee showed up to work on

the day of his high school

graduation ready to start his shift.

He wasn’t sure how he would get

to his big moment. His coworkers

and customers stepped in to get

his cap and gown and get him

across town to turn his tassel just

in time.

    The Woodlawn graduate is now

settling into life as a college

student at Lawson State

Community College.

 “This was definitely an

opportunity that presented itself 

because I was definitely not

planning on going to college,” said

Harrison.

  And then, something special

happened again. "Every time I hear

a news story like this, I try to look

at what’s next. What’s the end -

what’s in the future for this

person. Listening to this news

story, I didn’t hear any plans for

college,” said Dr. Kesha James,

Director of Distance Education at

Lawson State Community College.     

  The staff immediately jumped

into action to get him a

scholarship, enrolled, and settled.

Read more here.

Woodlawn Grad, Whose Story Captured Hearts, Studying at Lawson

https://www.wvtm13.com/article/birmingham-high-school-teacher-helps-student-overcome-homelessness-to-attend-college/37714111
https://www.wbrc.com/2021/09/28/viral-update-waffle-house-employee-hs-student-heads-college/


the Alabama State Association for Health, Physical

Education, and Recreation Award! Congratulations,

Principal Stitt.
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     Congratulations to Wilkerson

Middle School's Shannon Parker.

Wilkerson's counseling program

has earned the 2021 Alabama

School Counseling Program of

Distinction. Wilkerson earned this

recognition for an exemplary

application which provided

evidence of a school counseling 

program that aligns with the Comprehensive Counseling and

Guidance Model for Alabama Public Schools and the American

School Counseling Association National Model (4th edition).

Wilkerson's Counseling

Program Recognized
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     Congratulations to Mrs. Brianna

Cantrell, Sun Valley Elementary's

new counselor! She served a number

of years as pre-k teacher at Sun

Valley, & BCS welcomes her in this

new position. She's also National

Board Certified & a former Teacher

of the Year for Sun Valley and BCS.

    Congratulations to W. J. Christian Elementary teacher

Jennifer McCain, a 5th-grade math teacher and UAB

alumna, on receiving a special gift from Blaze.

  BCS is proud to recognize

Sun Valley Elementary's

principal, Ms. Delilah Stitt, as

the recipient of the

Administrator of the Year for 

Cantrell Named Counselor

Four To Get Awards

Sun Valley's

Principal Honored

CUSTOMER SERVICE
EXCELLENCE

ABOVE AND BEYOND THE 
CALL OF DUTY

PERFORMANCE EXCELLENCE

CAUGHT BEING GREAT

Employee Recognition Award Winners

• Avondale's Harrinda Smith

• Wilkerson's Tamica Simpson

• BCS Media's Devin Smith

To nominate a BCS employee, email communications@bhm.k12.al.us

• Huffman Academy

LunchroomWorkers 

• Wenonah's Geovanda Williams

• Dupuy's Andrea Martin

• Dupuy's Tandy Petrov

• Huffman Middle's

Bethany Redeaux 

    Four individuals will be receiving

awards on Nov. 15, 2021, from the

Alabama State Association for Health

Physical Education Recreation and

Dance.

•Mr. John Benjamin: Ramsay High

School: Secondary Physical Education

of the Year

•Ms. Lindsay Slater: Huffman High

School: Health Education Teacher of the

Year 

•Mrs. Delilah Stitt: Sun Valley

Elementary: Administrator of the Year 

•Dr. Sherri Huff: Sports Professional

Award: Central Office Staff (Program

Specialist K-12 Physical Education,

Health & Driver Education)



N i k k i  S e a b o r n

Ed i t o r

 

R a n d i  W i l s o n

Graph i c  De s i gn e r

 

S h e r r e l  W h e e l e r  S t e w a r t

Exe cu t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  S t r a t e g y  

and  Commun i c a t i ons

 

D r .  M a r k  S u l l i v a n

Supe r in t end en t

 

The  BCS  Repor t  w i l l  b e

d i s t r i bu t ed  month ly .  Submi t

s to ry  i d eas  t o  N ikk i  Seaborn  

 ( c s eaborn@bhm.k 12 . a l . u s )  by  

the  10 th  day  o f  each  month .
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Flag Football Begins

in Five BCS Schools
Football in Birmingham City 

Schools grew this year to include

another level of play. Five BCS

high schools have girls’ flag

football as part of the inaugural

season for the sport recognized by

the Alabama High Sports Athletic

Association. 

   Carver, Huffman, Jackson-Olin,

Parker, and Ramsay have full

teams and have faced tough

competition. The first games were

on Aug. 30, and the last regular

season games will be played on

Oct. 28. The championship game

is set for December, said Henry

Pope, BCS Director of Athletics.

“Participation in the sport has 

been great,” Pope said. “The young

ladies are excited and our athletes

are great supporters of one

another.”

     The flag football teams are

getting a lot of attention

throughout the state, Pope said.

The championship game will be

played on Wednesday, Dec. 1 as

part of the Super 7

Championships.

 Congratulations to G. W.

Carver High School

scholar Jessica Garcia

Cruz, who was awarded a

$1,000 Logros

Scholarship at Fiesta

Birmingham.

Carver Student Earns $1,000 Scholarship

patterns. A team of medical professionals already has visited

those schools to prepare for administering the tests.

    “We want our students and employees to be safe and

healthy,” Sullivan said. “Public health leaders say routine

testing is the best way to maintain a safe learning

environment.” The tests are funded by a $147 million grant

from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

  In addition to the new COVID testing initiative, Birmingham

City Schools also is preparing for more free COVID-19

vaccination clinics that will begin in mid-October.

Voluntary COVID-19 Testing

(Continued from Page 1)


